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From the President     
          

I am honored to have served CAPA for five years and I fulfilled my 

terms on June 30, 2020. FY 2019 - 2020 marks the 5th year of CAPA, a 

time to celebrate our milestones, achievements, and contributions. It 

turned out to be a year that was full of events.  

 

First, CAPA was awarded a state grant to promote 2020 Census. We 

engaged hundreds of volunteers through events, workshops, and sub-

grants. It marks a milestone that has CAPA transitioned from an all-

volunteer organization to a professionally managed non-profit entity. 

Furthermore, CAPAôs renowned program Achieve Success Together 

continued to grow, partnered with additional schools, and engaged 

more volunteers.  In addition, with funding from the Howard County 

Department of Health, we initiated a new project, WE CARE and expanded our services to the seniors. 

We also navigated a controversial school redistricting that caught the attention of national media and 

became a strong and independent voice in the local community.  

 

Just when we planned to conclude our journey of five years, the COVID-19 pandemic hit everyone 

nationally and locally. We immediately dived in and helped out in every possible way. We donated to 

the frontline medical workers and first responders and initiated food distribution effort to help the 

disadvantaged population. We also offered online academic instruction and virtual educational talks to 

assist students in need of additional learning opportunities.  

 

We finished FY 2020 strongly by celebrating the Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month 

in a creative way during pandemic. Our celebration demonstrated that we have a high hope, even 

during such a challenging time, that we will get through this together as a community by encouraging 

and supporting each other. Our effort was recognized and highly regarded by government agencies, 

elected officials, community leaders, and the media.  

 

As a young organization, our vision has evolved in the past few years, from a network and information 

provider to a major influencer in our community. We believe Asian Americans, especially Asian 

immigrants, should be a vibrant part of the growing Howard County community. We must engage in 

all facets of the community, including community services, civic engagement, and the decision-making 

process. In that way, immigrants can fully  integrate to the community and therefore have a better 

quality of life. This vision has tremendously resonated with our community members. In the past five 

years, our membership increased to nearly 3,000. We have engaged hundreds of volunteers in 

contributing to over 10 CAPA programs.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to our members, volunteers, and 

community for your trust on CAPA. It is because of you that CAPA has grown so rapidly; the amount 

of growth we have seen has gone completely beyond my imagination from when CAPA was first 

founded five years ago.  I believe together we can build a stronger CAPA and a better community.  

 

I deeply appreciate all of you for giving me the opportunity to serve you in the past five years. 

 

 
Jean Xu 
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Milestones 
 

September 2015 CAPA was officially launched after a successful 2-year advocacy for a school day 
off on Chinese, Indian and Jewish traditional holidays. HCPSS is among the first school districts to 
honor Lunar New Year as a school holiday.  
 

June 2016 Achieve Success Together was launched. It later developed into a renowned education 
program in Howard County, expanding CAPAôs service to a diverse population. It also offers 
immigrants a unique opportunity to serve the larger community and thus help them to develop a sense 
of belonging to the community 
 

October 2016 CAPA held its first Board of Education candidate forum. It was the first candidate 
forum in Howard County history that was organized by Asian immigrants and demonstrated that 
immigrants are civically engaged as well as promoting to the immigrant community awareness of their 
civic duties. 
 

May 2017 The first Dragon Boat Festival celebration was held at Centennial Park and later became 

an annual joint celebration of Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month that involved a 
large group of Asian community organizations  
 

June 2017 CAPA received its first grant funding from the Howard County government. This marked 
as the first step to collaborate with the local government. 
 

January 2018 CAPA organized a Lunar New Year celebration in partner with the Korean 
community, which was the first community initiated joint LNY celebration in Howard County.  
 

November 2018 CAPA signed a partnership agreement with HCPSS. 
 

December 2018 CAPA was enlisted as a Combined Federal Campaign Charity. 
 

February 2019 CAPA was certified as a Presidentôs Volunteer Service Award organization.  
 

April 2019 CAPA received grant funding from the Maryland state government to help promote 2020 
Census to the local community. CAPA was one of the three grant recipients in Howard County. 
 

January 2020 CAPA launched its political counterpart, CAPA PAC. 
 

February 2020 CAPA signed an agreement with Howard County Department of Health as one of 
the four WE CARE initiative partners. 
 

March 2020 In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, CAPA launched a variety of online educational 
program including AST online tutoring, the AST virtual summer camp, and the weekly educational talk 
series. Multiple GoFundMe fundraising were created to support local health care frontline workers, 
first responders, and local restaurants. 
 

May 2020 CAPA, in partnership with local organizations, initiated food distribution efforts to assist 
populations in need.  
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Vision     
 

For every resident in Howard County and every family in Howard County public 

schools to be equally represented in the community and to have equitable access to 

services and resources.  

 

Mission 
 

To advance, empower, and unite the Chinese and other immigrants in Howard 

County by advocating for the underrepresented, leading in civic activities, 

promoting greater community engagement, and supporting integration into the 

larger community. 

 

 

 

501(c)3 Entity 

HCPSS Partner Organization 

Combined Federal Campaign Charity 

Certifying Organization of President's Volunteer Service Award 
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Leadership 

 
 

Leadership (201 9-2020)  

 

Board of Directors 
   Jean Xu, Chao Wu, Hongling Zhou, Lily Zhang, Lan Deng, Tony Du,  

Xinning Yang, Jodie Wang and Feng Ouyang 

 

Executive Officers 
President: Jean Xu  

Vice President:  Hongling Zhou and Chao Wu 

Treasurer:  Lil i Zhang  

Secretary: Lan Deng 

 
Legal Counsel: Steve X. Chen  
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2020 Census Promotion 
 
CAPA received $50,000 from the Maryland State government to promote the 2020 Census to 
the local community. In collaboration with the Howard County government, local 
organizations, and community-based groups, we conducted presentations, showcased at 
local events, involved youth and children, and promoted through social media platforms. We 
continued our effort through the COVID-19 pandemic by conducting virtual information 
sessions, advertising at virtual events, and passing out promotional materials at pop-up food 
pantries. 
 
 

 
 

CAPA Senior Member Census Information Session / Family Night at Zen Garden 
 
 

 
 

Partner Organization Information Session at Howard County Library Miller Branch 



 

 

8 

 

2020 Census Promotion: Events and Activities 
 
CAPA engaged over 300 volunteers who contributed thousands of hours in organizing more 
than 10 events and passing thousands of promotional materials. About $10,000 was given to 
a variety of neighborhood, culture, or youth groups to help organize promotional events and 
activities. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

With support by our partner organizations, CAPA had strong presence in the Annual River Hill 
Independence Day parade. 

 


